The advanced practice wound ostomy continence nurse in homecare.
Wound ostomy continence (WOC) programs are essential in any healthcare organization, including home care agencies, to provide comprehensive, high-quality care. Advanced practice nurses (APNs) with assessment, diagnostic, and coordination skills are well suited to manage the complex patients being cared for by home care agencies. A number of research studies have assessed the credibility and value of APNs in the home care setting, caring for complex, frail patients. This article describes the role of the APN, and the role of the WOC specialist nurse, comparing similarities and differences. The advanced practice WOC nurse is now essential in the home care setting to manage the care of complex patients.